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NFI Annual Conference 2024

Heerlen | 14 September 2024

NFI Activities

Highlights & Outlook
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...to raise the visibility of 
Naturefriends
…to boost exchange of 
experience between our 
members

 Website with overview 
on NF Houses

https://www.nf-int.org

Communication activities

https://www.nf-int.org/
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 Newsletter

Communication activities

https://www.nf-int.org/newsletter

https://www.nf-int.org/newsletter
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 Social Media:
426,000 persons reached in 2023

Communication activities

#NaturefriendsHouses
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Communication activities
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Communication activities

#NaturefriendsClimateFund
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International networking 
…for sustainable development 
…to influence European policies

mobilisation before European elections
 lobbying for the EU Nature Restoration Law

Policy Work
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Policy Work
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Global Naturefriends Days

#GlobalNaturefriendsDays
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Global Naturefriends Days

 Around September 16th
 "Nature and Solidarity"
 3 activities awarded with 

500 € each by NFI board
 Criteria:

• focus on sustainability
• innovative approach
• visibility & internationality



Naturefriends – International, Ecological & Social Page 11

Global Naturefriends Days

Awarded activities 2023:
 NF Vienna: "Clean-up 

Day"
 NF Arad & Timisoara: 

"Culture Day"
 NF Greece: 

Revitalisation of a 
traditional wine press
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Naturefriends Climate Fund

14,500 € in 2023
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Naturefriends Climate Fund

• 5 000 euros
• 5 photovoltaic streetlamps

• 9 545 euros
• 3 500 fruit trees

• Awareness raising & educational activities
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Naturefriends Climate Fund

• 3-years campaign; 
3,000 – 3,500 € / year

• 2024: 2 Tree Planting 
Days with 4 schools

• About 600 fruit trees 
planted together with 
pupils

• Awareness raising on 
climate change and 
on the crucial role of 
trees for human life
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Travelling with respect …funded by the Austrian 
Development Agency

• focus on awareness raising for sustainable tourism and 
conscious travelling

Externally funded activities
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Externally funded activities
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Externally funded activities
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• Communication of the 
Sustainable Development 
Goals to young people in the 
framework of outdoor 
activities

• SDG Action Camp for young 
multipliers, implementation 
of good practice

• Conference for discussing 
the project outcomes (2025)

Externally funded activities

SDGs in Motion …funded by the Austrian Development Agency
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Erasmus+ CLIMATE HIKES
• Links hiking with environmental education, 

awareness raising & discussion of climate 
issues

• Partners: fros / ATB Belgium, German Young 
Naturefriends & Ecosystem Europe

Externally funded activities

• International training in Austria end 
of June; national trainings and pilot 
hikes

• Guideline with good practice and 
methods of non-formal education in 
the framework of outdoor activities
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• Motivation of young people 
to volunteer in maintenance 
and marking of trails

• Trainings in all 3 countries

• 2025: Social Media 
Campaign with best practice 
promoting volunteering for 
outdoor organisations

Externally funded activities

Erasmus+ project TRAILS
• OTI Slovakia, Mountaineering Association of Serbia; close 

cooperation with Naturefriends Austria
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Respect Nature …funded by Austrian Federal Forests

• Awareness raising for respectful behaviour in the outdoors

• Cooperation with Naturefriends Austria

Externally funded activities
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...basis for 
 exchange of experiences and learning from 

each other
 successful (Social Media) campaigns
 powerful policy work
 fundraising for the Climate Fund
 high visibility of the international 

Naturefriends network and Naturefriends 
concerns, values and engagement

Involvement of members
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Engagement of members and dissemination 
of NFI activities on national level needed!
NFI staff & board are dedicated to support and 
improve members’ involvement:
• Regular online members meetings in addition to the 

statutory meetings
• Online meetings of responsible staff for 

communication, campaigning, and international 
affairs of our member organisations (2 x year; next 
one: 23rd of October, 11 am)

• 2 Thematic Groups (Sustainable Tourism & Climate 
Justice)

Involvement of members
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Thematic Group on 
Sustainable Tourism

 Exchange experiences & getting inspired by 
GOOD PRACTICES
 Focus on making NATUREFRIENDS HOUSES 
more sustainable
 All MEMBER ORGANISATIONS and their 
groups/people 
 ONLINE MEETINGS 5 x /year, 2 hours at 
evenings
 Next meeting: 22. October, 7 pm; presentation by 
NIVON
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Thematic Group on 
Sustainable Tourism

 Enforcing the impact of our international 
cooperation (TG ST) on making NF-houses more 
sustainable

 Erasmus+ 
 Minimum 3 international partners
 GIAN (IT) nd NF-Baden(DE) are already “in”; 

NIVON and CH-NF are considering joining
 More ideas & partners welcome!
 Contact: wilfried.meulenbergs@nf-int.org
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Thematic Group on 
Climate Justice

 Enforcing Naturefriends engagement and impact 
in the field of climate justice

 Raising the visibility of and donations for the 
Climate Fund 

 Delegates from NF Austria, Czechia, Italy, 
France, the Netherlands & members of the 
Climate Fund Steering Group

 Additional participants highly welcome!
 Contact: andrea.lichtenecker@nf-int.org

mailto:andrea.lichtenecker@nf-int.org
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Thematic Group on 
Climate Justice

 2 to 3 online meetings per year
 Updates on activities in the field of climate justice 

carried out by NFI and members
 Updates on the Climate Fund projects 

implemented by our African members
 January 2024: Discussion and conclusions of 

results of Climate Survey 2023
 July 2024: Presentation of and feedback on new 

fundraising material for the Climate Fund



Naturefriends – International, Ecological & Social Page 29

NFI Annual Conference 2024
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